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TOO MANY US? 


the late thie anata’, Dr. Richard 
At stricted?” “Is it possible to further increase food 
i tion?” Immediately, moral problems follow. The 
Catholic Church sets its it is said, fiercely against all 
This is scarcely 


“‘What.is tres. ie thes the. Vatican disapproves 
of what it terms “ artificial ” methods of tion control. 
These, it is argued, weaken the integrity and solidarity of 
the family and constitute a threat to survival. Their use 
may tend to encourage promiscuous behaviour and cause 
the dissolution of morals. 


This fact does not mean that there are not methods of 
which Rome gives approval. There are. His Holiness the 
Pope referred to these in an address to Italian midwives. 
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within its shores; to-day, the number is close to fifty ie 
millions. Scientists and economists are asking, “Are there 
too many of us?” Dr. Richard Price was clearly in the "<i - 
wrong in his endeavour to forecast the shape of things to is it 
come. 
The situation met with in Great Britain to-day cor- 
nations. In Asiatic countries, in i , it presents a 
very real and challenging problem. Serious moral issues 
are involved which religious minded people can ill afford a aisle eee 
to ignore. of the priest, to instruct married people by private consulta- 
_ The facts are these. Every day now the world’s popu- _— tion or through serious publications on the medical and 
lation increases by 70,000. It is said that in the course of biological aspects of the rhythm method. 
a single generation since 1950 the number added may equal 
the entire 1900 population. The Vatican View 
Against this must be set the position of the world’s In this address the Pope condemned irresponsible 
food supply. This is increasing but not at sufficient rapidity parenthood and delivered a strong warning concerning 
to meet the fresh and growing demands that are being made = hedonism. “ Waves of hedonism,” he said, “ never cease 
upon it. to roll over the world. They are threatening to overwhelm 
Some Recent Séatisiice the whole of married life. Do your utmost to repel the 
The rise in food production is estimated at a little over eo for a's 
| ; : instinctive desire for pleasure and sanctioned it, not as an 
coat, point three itcelf but in the service of life” 
per cent. At first sight thi ee tomes 
the real facts are otherwise. The "hy 
rises in countries where already the sta f 
been encouraged. In lands where food is 
tendency is for the people’s health condit 
to lag behind and to fail in the attempt : 
resources. In countries where a concern fc bs 
ferred, the problem becomes 
citizens. Thi fact the of the problem It is clear that to men like Mr. Nehru and 
} vividly before us. It mea = fi — ag Professor Radhakrishnan this is not an academic issue ; 
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for Japan, Ceylon, Formosa, West and“East Indies and — 


British Guiana. 
The lem will be the concern of the World Popula- 
tion Co ce which is to meet in Rome in the autumn. 


It will be the business of those who gather there to think 
out how effectively the 


ward countries may be bridged. The conference will have 
to devise ways rome means by which production of agricul- 
ture and industry may increase, how best the world’s bio- 
logical, mineral and fuel resources may be conserved, and 
whether the West can render service to the East by dis- 
covering new and more simple methods of birth control that 
can meet the needs of the masses of India and Japan. 


It is the view of the compilers of the P.E.P. report that 
“ new values relating to conservation are needed; 
for soil, for animal and plant life, for the coun 
nature—should again become an integral part of 
religions.” 


One thing is certain. Religious men and women can- 
not stand aside from this vital issue. To it, in Church dis- 
cussion groups, people need to give their minds and to think 
out the nature of the moral issues which are inevitably 
involved. AP. 
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THE TRUE SUPERMAN | 
By G. D. Sempill 


"THE present generation rather prides itself on its scepticism 


1 do their 

biddi 
their and men of culture 
: without dismay the torture 
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grave unequalities of living 
- standards between the technically developed and the back- 


side for 


_ . Thus, in their claims to supernatural power, Roman 
Catholics, Greek Orthodox and Anglican priests differ only in 
degree from, but are kin to, the African medicine-man or the 
Indian yogi. In one guise or another all of them assume them. 
selves to be ministers of an inevitable and irresistible force. By 
the modern and not very reverent sceptic one is seen to be as 


* 


These sceptics, of course, go too far. There is a true 
supernaturalism as well as a false, and there have been and 
are both Christian and other priests who deserve to be 
reckoned as saints. There have been events in history which 
psychology, to which so many moderns pin their faith, is quite 
inadequate to explain. All the universal religions, but Chris- 
tianity outstandingly, have from time to time been impelled 


_ deluded as the others. 


pened that a wind arose and blew the flame 
material further off.” That is as much as history can tell us 
until, later on, it tells us how the “ inflammable material further 
off ” continued to burn and burn and spread and d until 
emperors and kings preserved their thrones only fanning 
the flames. It does not tell us, it cannot tell us, whence came 
the wind that blew upon the first spark. 

Such language is figurative but how otherwise than in 
figurative language can one describe an effect of which there 
is no “ natural ” cause? 

The New Testament is not history. It is an attempt or, 
, a number of attempts, to explain the inexplicable; and 
the sceptics of to-day should hesitate before too facilely 
carding explanations which have satisfied, strengthened and 
y 


seller, The Robe? “ It does not matter,” to quote Dr. Inge once 

more “ . whether the discourses of Christ in the synoptic 

Gospels are in substance authentic, or whether . . . the carly 

Church made His name a peg on which to hang its own bes 
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‘The Enigma of Jesus 
‘Sin, —The letters which appeared in your issue of July 3 
meed some correction. It 


point and also 


unimportant for my present 
the serious book reviewers 


general exceed three to four hundred words in length. 


14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. They should not in 


Leuers should be addressed to the Editor, “The Inquirer,” 
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again. The work invo 
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out any trouble to you. It has 
take a share in this enterprise? 
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iby Representatives of eight of the churches ir 
7 welcomed by the minister, Rev. W. A. Pococ 
‘b Unitarian Congregations’ Association held a qu 
ey at Pound Square Chapel at Cullompton on Wé 
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to Mr. Roberts on the proposition of t Se-chair- 
bee sll (Exeter), seconded by Mr. T. K. Metters 
tia was Rev. R. —o the 
} r of s Chapel, Exeter, Bowden physical as to defy the limits of practic 
mt j the results of a linotype mact 
+ 3 ssc yl be the second annual device to fill tail on a page. If that i 
early October. be the first time that epace bas been Silied 
secretary, Mrs. L M. Roberts. & Faith and Freedom is worth every pe 
i subscription of five shillings. The current 
5 | the speaker she invited members to take its high reputation. 
THE INQUIRER : 
| Women's League, Newcastle upon Tyne: The Annual Church bes y 
Service was held on Sunday morning, May 30. The Rev. Coram AT 
Davies led the service and gave a most inspiring address on. Subecrigtoe Rates: 1% 6d. per annem (pos: free). 
a member League. Miss Jessic Morduc gave a spirited 
and was altogether 2 happy and encouraging event. 
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